Setting up N1MM Logger for use with the New York QSO Party

Setting up NIMM Logger to use during the New York QSO Party is a simple process.
The most important thing is that you have a current copy of NIMM Logger in your
computer (preferably with the latest updates), and that the program loads properly when
you start it. This tutorial assumes both of these conditions are met.

Step 1-If you have just installed N1MM, and are running it for the VERY FIRST time,
when you open the program, the first screen that will pop up is the “Station Information
screen, as shown below. Fill out all of the relevant information in the form, and hit OK.
Make sure your ARRL Section is set correctly-this is very important! If you have already
done this, or this is not the VERY FIRST time you have run the program, skip to step 2.

Station Information screen:

= Edit Station Information @

Tip: You need to fill out this form

Call [NZZN or the program will nat perform
- properly... Also, make sure your
Name |Ken Boasi computer date and time are set
5 to the LOCAL date and time
Address |SU1 8 Ontario Center Rd e for e Jo At
Address |
City |Wa|w0rlh State INY Zip l14588

Country |USA

Grid Square IFN1 3 CO Zone |5 ITU Zone |8
License Class |Exha Latitude |43.5 Longitudel??

Station TX/RX | Paower
Antenna | Ant. height 0.g. asl I

ARRL Section [WNY Packet Node Call [W3ZRX

Rover OTH IWAY

Club |Rochester [NY) DX Assn

email address |n22n@arrl.net

SMTP Server addr |x,x

Ok Help Cancel




Step 2-After opening the program and the title screen clears, the Entry window will
appear. This is the main window for the program. It can be considered the “control
center” for NIMM, because all of the other windows and functions are launched from
this window. Closing this window will close the program, so unless you want to shut the
program down, don’t close this window.

This is the entry window:

™= 14200.00 USB Manual - A

: File Edit View Tools Config Window Help
' ~Snt  Reoy  Name Comment
| S@® wipe | 1001 | Edit | Mak | 5o | Spotit] Buck |
Esc: Stop I F1 S&P CQ F2 Exch F3 Thanks! | F4 N1k
[ Running FSHisCall | FE0QSOEB4 _ FraRz? | F3 Again
FINR? F10 Prec? F11 CK? ‘ F12 Sect?
Bearing information appears here.
This database is for: N1MM [ 0/0 0 4

Step 3-Choosing your contest. In the entry window, go to “File”, then click on “New
Log in Database™:

™ 14200.00 USB Manual - A
=8 Edit View Tools Config Window Help

MNew Log in Database: C:\Program Files\InteliNCS2VWMIProviMOF TSLAYham. mdb
Open Log in Database: C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\WMIProviMOF\ TSLAham.mdb

MNew Database...

Open Database...

Copy {and Compact) Database. ..

Copy This Contest to Another Database...
Repairing a corrupted database (Internet)

Import
Export

Exit Alt+F4




The Choose Contest dialog box will appear:

C:\Program Files' Intel'\NCS2' WMIPro¥y MOF, TSLA" ham.mdb

i~ Select Contest Type for New Log-

Log Type |QSOPARTY |

Start Date 20091012

( Contest ﬂ’ Associated Files ]
[lperaior Ealeocy) IS'NGLE'DP _'_.I B State for Log Type QSOPARTY
Band Eateady) IALL j' MNote - the program does ;ﬁW LI l
Power Cateqgor I—_J not validate categories. ; =
gon jLow Y1 Check the contest rules Edit Section List
Mode Category |MI><ED = ] for valid categories. Import Section List
Overlay Category |4 | Show Rules (Intemet
access required)
Sent Exchangs 1WAY Omit RST. E.q. COWW: 05 55: A 56 EMA
Operators INZZN Update Ops from Log]
Soapbox
Comments

ok| Help ] Cancel |




In the “Log Type” dropdown box at the top of the Choose Contest dialog box, choose
“QSOPARTY”. When you choose QSOPARTY, the “State for Log Type QSOPARTY”
dialog box will become active. Choose “NY” from this box:

C:\Program Files' Intel\NCS2' WMIPro¥' MOF . TSLA ham.mdb

Select Contest Type for New Log

Log Type IQSUF’AHTY LI %

Start Date 20091012

Contest T Associated Files ]
Operator Categoy [5|NGLE-OP | State for Log Type QSOPARTY -
larg Cologoy, IALL :l' MNote - the program does N L]
Power Cateqor not validate categories. =, —
9 JLow Y1 Check the contest rules Edit Section List
Mode Category |pi<ED I for valid categories. Import Section List
Overlay Category |4 | Show Rules (Internet
access required)
Sent Exchange |WAY Omit RST. E.q. COWW: 05 55: A 56 EMA
Operators INZN Update Ops from Log ]
Soapbox
Comments

0K | Help | Cancel

Step 4-Choose your Entry Category. You can choose your Operator Category, Band
Category, Power Category, and Mode Category to suit the type of entry you want to have.
The example above shows someone who wants to enter as a Single Op, All Band, Low
Power, Mixed entry. Set it to whatever you will be entering as. Be sure the SENT
EXCHANGE box is set to your three letter NY county abbreviation. The full list of
abbreviations is available at http://www.nygp.org/NewsLetters/NY _Counties.pdf. If you
are an out of state participant, then enter your two letter state or province abbreviation in
the box. DX stations (any station outside of USA & Canada) should enter DX into this
box. Once you have finished setting your parameters, click OK at the bottom of the
window.



Step 5-Confirm your Participant Type. After you click OK in the above window, another
dialog box will pop up, confirming your ARRL Section, and whether or not you are
entering as an In State or Out of State participant:

N1MM Logger

Your ARRL Section is WNY,
‘fou are entering this contest as an IN-STATE participant.
If this is not correct, change your ARRL Section in Config->Change Your Station Data,

As the dialog says, be sure to verify this information is correct. This is VERY important,
because if this is not set properly, then the program will not function correctly! If you
need to change your section, call up the Edit Station Information window by going to the
entry window, and going to “Config”, then “Change your Station Data”:

= 14200.00 USB Manual - A
File Edit Yew Tools BeERliGH Window Help

Configure Ports, Telnet Address, Other

Ii | Change Your Station Data [
- | Change Sub Bands »

G® wipe I aglt I E  Clear INI file settings
Esc: Stop | F1 S&F Find all windows (move to within 800 x 600}

™ Running FSHisl  Enter sends messages (ESM mode) Ctrl+M
F9 Ni AutoSend Threshold
Spot all S&P QSQ's
v QS¥ing wipes the call & spots QS0 in bandmap {S&P)
Do not run on CQ frequency
v Show non-workable spots —
Reset R¥ freq to TX when QS0 is logged (RUN & Split)
Dual Rx always on
CQ Repeat Alt+R
Set CQ repeat time Ctrl+R
Call History Lookup
Record Q50s

| St cm— oy

Bearing information ¢
This database is for: N1MK

Change C\W/S5B/Digital Message Buttons 4
Multi-User Mode

Edit Station Computer Names

Change Operator Ctrl+0

This will bring up the Edit Station Information screen as shown in the first part of this
document.

You’re done! Now, to operate the contest...but first, a few more tips.



To bring up the multiplier screen, you can either press Control-J, or you can go to the
“Window” menu on the entry screen, and select Multipliers.

Multipliers - County/Other - 4 of 62

ALBO DELO LEWO ORLO SENO  WyODO
ALLO puTO Lo 05W0o STEO YATO
BRMO ERIO MAD O 0TSO STLO
BRXO ESSO MON O PUTO SUFO
CATO FRADO MTG O QUEDO suLO
CAYO FULO NAS O RENDO TIOO
cGoOo GENO  NEWO RICO TOMO
CHADO GREO NIAO RrROCO uLso
CHEO HAM O ONEO SARO WARDO
cLO HER O oNO O SCHO WAS O
coLo JEFO ONTO 5C00O YWAY O
CORO KINO ORADO scCuo WESO

C Country C ZN ¢ Sect @ Other |Auto  vljAuto v| Reset]

To see all of the New York counties, and how many you have worked, check the “Other”
radio button at the bottom. To see how many states you have worked, check “Sect”.

When you open the program, the log window will appear. This shows all of the relevant
information associated with each contact you have entered.

i= 10/12/2009 15:36:11Z NY QSO Party - ham.mdb =3

TS5 Freq Mult2 Prefig | a
1041242009 15:23:3 7025.00 No
10/12/2009 15:23:5 7025.00 Yes
1041242009 15:24:0 7025.00 No
1041242009 15:26:4 7025.00 No
1041242009 15:27:0 7025.00 No
1041242009 15:28:1 3530.00 No

3530.00 533 5399

If you close this window, you can bring it back up by pressing Control-L, or through the
“Window” menu on the entry window.



Logging contacts-

This is important, if you want to log any QSO’s. First, you have to make the Entry
Window active, so click on it. Then, you should click in the left most entry box, and
make sure there is a cursor in the box. This is where you will type the callsign of the
station you want to work (yellow arrow on the diagram below). After typing in the call,
hit the spacebar. The cursor will jump past the signal reports (everyone is 59), and go to
the Exchange box (red arrow on the diagram below). Now, type in the exchange, which
will be a three character county abbreviation, or a two letter state or province
abbreviation.

™= 7210.00 LSB Manual - A

File Edit View Tools Config Window Help
Snt Rcv Exch

[AK2X B [p9 [NA &——

S® wipe I Log It I \E\L“f\l Mark I Store ] Spot Itl Buck ‘

Esc: Stop ] F1S&PCA "~ | F2 Exch F3 Thanks! F4 NZZN |
™ Running F5 His Call e FEQS0 B4 F7 ORZ? F8 Again |
FANR? 40 Prec? F11 CK? F12 Sect? |

Bearing = 138°, 183 mi, 294 km, LP = 319°
K - United States, Zone 5, NA 77641 98

You may notice that when you type in the exchange, the color of the callsign may
change. If the station is a new multiplier, then the call will turn red. If the call turns
grey, then the station cannot be worked-the most common cause of this is that it is a
duplicate. If the call turns green, then it is a double multiplier. In all cases, be very sure
to work all calls that come up as multipliers!

At this point, you can thumb through the N1IMM Logger manual that came with the
program to get a feel for some of the other things the program can do. Also, if you are
planning to interface any accessories to the computer (radio control, CW send cable,
Winkeyer, RTTY interface, etc), then be sure to read the manual for the accessories AND
for N1IMM, so you can interface everything properly. A good idea would be to get all of
those things interfaced well in advance of the contest date. Nothing ruins a good contest
than having to sit there configuring accessories and figuring out why things don’t work
DURING the contest! Don’t be afraid to set up a log to practice with and enter QSO’s
into-on the day of the real contest, just make a new log and use that for the real thing.

There is one last thing | will walk you through-generating a Cabrillo log file after the
contest, and submitting it to the NYQP log checkers.



After the contest-

The action is all over, and the thrill of operating in the NY QSO Party is still fresh in your
mind. Now is the time to generate and submit your log! Here is how to do it.

In the Entry Window, go to “File”, then click “Generate Cabrillo File”.

& 14025.00 CW Manual - A
H=8 Edit VYiew Tools Config Window Help

MNew Log in Database: C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\WMIProviMOF\ TSLAYd10YFD10.mdb
Open Log in Database: C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\WMIProviMOF\ TSLAYD10\FD10.mdb

New Database. ..

Open Database...

Copy {and Compact) Database...

Copy This Contest to Another Database. ..
Repairing a corrupted database (Internet)

Generate Cabrillo File

Import >
Export »

1 ARRL160 (5/26/2011)

255CwW (11/11/2010)

3 QSOPARTY (10/21/2010)

4 QSOPARTY (8/27/2010)

SFD(7/1/2010)

6 FD (6/28/2010) in C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\WMIProviMOF\ TSLAtest.mdb

7 CQWWOCW (6/1/2010) in C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\WMIProviMOF\ TSLA test. mdb

8 ARRLYHFIUN {6/7/2010) in C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\\WMIProviMOF\TSLAtest.mdb
9 DLDXRTTY {6/3/2010) in C:\Program Files\Intel\NCS2\WMIProviMOF\TSLA test.mdb

Exit Alt+F4

A dialog box will pop up asking you to confirm your exchange. This is the three
character county abbreviation, or two letter state or province abbreviation that you have
been sending to other stations throughout the contest. Verify that your sent exchange is
OK, but since you set the program up properly before the contest (right?), it should be
fine.

Click OK on that dialog box, and a new box will pop up, asking where you want to save
the file. This file should default to whichever directory you have N1IMM Logger
installed in (usually something like C:\Program Files\N1MM Logger). Once you have
told the program where to save the file, hit OK. The program will generate a file in the
directory you specified called <yourcall>.log. For example, if this was N2ZN’s log, the
file name will be N2ZN.log.



Another box should pop up, saying the export is complete, and that you should verify the
file contents. Click OK, and your Cabrillo file will pop up in Notepad:

! N2ZN - Notepad Q@@

File Edit Format Yiew Help

BTART-OF-LOG: 2.0
ARRL-SECTION: WNY
CALLSIGN: N2ZMN
CLUB: Rochester {NY) DX Assn
B CONTEST: QSOPARTYNR
CATEGORY: SINGLE-OP ALL LOW MIXED
CLAIMED-SCORE: 98
OPERATORS: N2ZN
NAME: Ken Boasi
ADDRESS: 5018 Ontario Center Rd
ADDRESS: Walworth, NY 14568
ADDRESS: USA
CREATED-BY: N1MM Logger ¥9.10.2

QS0: 7025 CW 2009-10-12 1523 N2ZN 599 WaY  K3LR 599 OK
QS0: 7025 CW 2009-10-12 1523 N2ZN 599 WaY  W2TZ 599 STE
QS0: 7025 CW 2009-10-12 1524 N2ZN 599 wWaY  K6LL 599 AZ
QS0: 7025 CW 2009-10-12 1526 N2ZN 599 WaAY  OQEM 599 DX
QS0: 7025 CW 2009-10-12 1527 N2ZN 599 WaY  KAZD 599 SUF
QS0O: 3530 CW 2009-10-12 1528 N2ZN 599 wWaY  K2DB 599 STL
QS0O: 3530 CW 2009-10-12 1528 N2ZN 599 wWaY  K2CS 599 HER
END-OF-LOG:

Now, to submit your log:

Open a new e-mail message in your e-mail client, addressed to logs@nygp.org In the
Subject line of the e-mail, type your call in, and nothing else! Then, add the Cabrillo file
as an attachment. You don’t need to type anything into the message body. When the file
is attached, and you are ready, hit Send. You are done! You should receive a message
back from the NYQP saying your log has been received.

Electronic log submission is the best way to submit logs to NYQP. Do not print your
Cabrillo log and mail it to the NYQP, RDXA, or any of the contest committee people!
This will be considered a paper log, and paper logs are NOT accepted! It is SO much


mailto:logs@nyqp.org

easier and faster to submit electronically! You can have your log E-mailed to us in
seconds-far less time than it would take to print the whole thing out, stuff it in the
envelope, etc. The fast, easy, and practical way to submit your NYQP log is a Cabrillo
file sent to logs@nyqp.org



