A word to the wise…
Personally, I feel disappointed in having to write this. However, I believe it is necessary.
For quite a while I have noticed a minority of users of the 145.11 Bristol repeater improperly misusing the accepted repeater etiquette of not allowing the repeater to close during their conversations while using the repeater. This has the unintended consequence of not allowing other hams to either join the conversation or much worse, not letting someone in distress “Break in” for an emergency.
This is unacceptable, and this must Stop! 
Not only is it disingenuous, it is also improper etiquette. 
This can have dangerous consequences. 
Imaging that if Ham you know, in an accident, having a medical emergency or in some dire need of communication and the net is tied up by continuous coms without any outlet to engender aid.
I have personally experienced this. While not an emergency, but in a critical need to contact another ham who was also monitoring the repeater and being not able to get a word in edge wise.
The proper behavior it to unkey, let the repeater drop, and then wait ½ Secord for someone to call break, or at least announce their callsign.
Please take this to heart. I find is distasteful to have to “Remind” somebody on the air. But believe me. In the interest of service to our ham radio community I WILL do so if need by.
We can do better.
Best regards,
Mark Hazel (K2MTH)
